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Every summer I like to experiment with new 
plant combinations in my gardens—add a 
new variety of Hosta, divide the Siberian 
Iris, maybe try a different color Coneflower. 
Sometimes older plants surprise me by self-
seeding, springing up in unexpected places. 
Turns out, Louisville’s jazz scene is flowering in 
surprising new ways, too.	

We welcome the Comedy Caravan as our 
newest Jazz Society business partner. Owner 

Tom Sobel, a very creative guy, is living up to the new tag line for the 
nightclub, “Jazz, Jokes and Magical Evenings,” by offering an eclectic 
assortment of jazz styles each month. The inaugural version of “A 
Night of Jazz” featured three very different sets, with unusual instru-
mentations from local musicians who are determined to take jazz in 
new directions. 

After just one night of listening to Squeeze-Bot (I had no idea that Todd 
Hildreth, pianist extraordinaire, is also a master of the accordion!), the 
Bobby Falk Group, and Fattlabb (Tony McDaniel’s trumpet may look like 
Dizzy Gillespie’s, but the notes are something else!) my ears are ready 
to be more adventuresome.

That’s what I hope you’ll do this fall—step out of your usual favorite 
styles of jazz and give a listen to something that will be new to you. If 
you enjoy small combos, give a big band a try; if you like solo piano, 
give a vocalist a try. And invite a friend to share the experience with 
you.

One of the greatest things about our Louisville jazz scene is that during 
any particular week you can find so many different styles of jazz being 
performed live in a restaurant, club, or nightspot somewhere on either 
side of the river. One night you might have the choice of progressive 
jazz, a vocal duo, or swing music—and another night you can hear a 
guitar trio, solo piano, vibes, or a really funky saxophone quartet. 

Wherever you go, do our local restaurateurs, jazz presenters, and musi-
cians a big favor. Bring along your own jazz instrument—I’m talking 
about cash. While you’re listening, spend a few bucks on something to 
nibble and something to drink so the venue owners will see that jazz is 
good for their businesses. 

And then buy a CD from the performers. 

Over the years, John La Barbera’s made frequent jokes about “shameless 
commercialism” when mentioning CD sales. But it’s really no joke. Our 
local jazz musicians and the folks who come here on tour are profes-
sionals, wonderfully creative people who earn a living doing something 
they enjoy. When you spend a little cash to buy their CDs you’re helping 
keep that spirit alive and moving in new directions.

Visit the calendar on our website at www.louisvillejazz.org, then make 
plans to go out for an evening of listening to live jazz. Help us grow the 
jazz scene here in the Louisville Metro area by inviting friends to explore 
all the many colors in our unique garden of jazz. 
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In one sense Pandora Radio seems aptly named. Pandora means “all gift-
ed” in Greek, and in ancient Greek mythology Pandora received the gift of 
music from Apollo.  But unlike the mythological Pandora, who ultimately 
unleashed so many evils, Pandora Radio offers wonderful things.

It’s the product of the Musical Genome Project, a group of fifty musicians 
and music-loving technologists who set out to create the most com-
prehensive analysis of music to date. They started by identifying over 
four hundred musical attributes, then analyzed songs—a half-million 
so far—and assigned specific attributes to each one. Then the songs 
were cross-referenced based on those attributes. The result is a vast, 
listenable database that allows users to custom build and refine “radio 

stations” based 
on their musi-
cal tastes. What 

does this mean to you?  It means you can type in your favorite artists 
or songs, and hear countless hours of music with similar qualities.  
Some of what you hear will consist of old favorites of course, but you’re 
also quite likely to discover something new. And because the cross-
referencing of musical attributes is meticulous, you’ll probably like most 
of what you hear. Here’s how it works.

Registration takes about five minutes and then you’re ready to start 
creating stations by typing in “seed” names, the term Pandora uses 
for the artists and songs users enter. For example, I created a station 
by typing in three seeds: Stan Getz, Paul Desmond, and Joe Levano. 
Those names rendered a radio station featuring the music of, to name 
a few, Joe Henderson, Roy Haynes, Miles Davis, Michele Petrucciani, 
Ed Thigpen, Jimmy Cobb, Baden Powell, Astrud Gilberto, and Duke 
Ellington. If you run across an artist you’re not familiar with and want 
to learn more, just click on their name to go to to Pandora’s “back-
stage” area featuring biographies, discographies, and recommendations 
from other Pandora users who are fans of that artist.  Click on an album 
in the discography to get a list of its songs, then click on a song to 
get a list of the attributes Pandora has assigned to it. To illustrate the 
kind of detail contained in the database, here are a few of the attributes 
assigned to “So What” from Miles Davis’s Kind of Blue: block piano 
chords, cool jazz qualities, a virtuosic tenor sax solo, an outside trum-
pet solo, a mid-tempo swing feel, use of call-and-response melodies, 
interesting harmonic progressions, a groove oriented approach, use of 
modal harmony, and use of minor modes. 

You can listen passively or provide Pandora with feedback by clicking 
on the Guide Us button. Several choices appear including “I really like 
this song−play more like it!” or “I don’t like this song−it’s not what 
this station should play.” To add more variety to a station, just add 
more seeds.  To limit a station to a particular kind of music, use fewer 
and more specific seeds. You can create up to one hundred different 
stations and there’s a Quick Mix feature that allows you to pull music 
from several different stations during one listening session. 

Pandora is free, available for PC and MAC, and works with any DSL or 
cable connection. There is some on-screen advertising but it doesn’t 
interrupt the music, and the only thing you need to get started is an 
active e-mail address. So what’s the downside?  There are a few things 
you can’t do, mostly due to licensing restrictions. You can’t listen to 
any particular song or artist on demand or listen to any album in its 
entirety, and there’s no rewind or replay feature. You will also have to 
be near your computer unless you invest in special equipment that 

enables you to listen to Pandora on your home stereo. Nonetheless, I 
think you’ll find that the benefits of Pandora outweigh its limitations. 
But there’s no need to take my word for it—visit www.pandora.com 
and explore for yourself.  Be forewarned though, the one BIG problem 
with Pandora is that it’s terribly addictive. Happy listening!

More Streamin’ Jazz 
www.kcsm.org/jazz91
A San Francisco Bay area station that’s completely devoted to jazz. 
Their hosts include veteran jazz musicians, educators, and seasoned 
jazz broadcasters. KCSM maintains a library of over 50,000 titles.

www.wbgo.org
This listener-supported public radio station is highly regarded 
and currently reaches over 335,000 listeners in the New York 
Metropolitan area. They offer 24-hour jazz programming – much of 
it produced live in their own studios.

www.jazz.fm
Canada’s premier jazz station and the first station to offer 24-hour a 
day jazz programming in Canada. But Toronto's FM91 is more than 
a radio station. It’s also a listener-supported, registered charity that 
sponsors a variety of community outreach programs dedicated to 
jazz education.

We've just learned that as we go to press, Pandora and similar Web 
casters await the court's decision on whether or not the fees they 
pay for music rights will dramatically increase. If so, it could mean 
the demise of this fledgling form of broadcasting. We'll report on the 
progress of this issue on our next Streamin' page.

Pandora Radio: A Streamer’s Dream
By Michele Blum

JAZZ VENUES
■	 Artemisia 

620 E. Market Street 
583-4177

■	 Clifton’s Pizza 
Company  
2230 Frankfort Avenue 
893-3730

■	 Jack Fry’s Restaurant 
1007 Bardstown Road 
452-9244

■	 Galt House  
Hotel & Suites 
Fourth Avenue at the River 
589-5200

■	 The Nachbar 
969 Charles Street 
637-4377

■	 Nios at 917 
917 Baxter Avenue 
456-7080 

■	 Park Place 
Restaurant 
401 E. Main Street 
515-0172

■	 Seelbach Jazz Bar 
4th & Muhammad Ali 
585-3200, ext. 205

■	 The Speakeasy 
225 State Street 
New Albany, IN 
812-981-0981

■	 Volare Ristorante 
2300 Frankfort Avenue 
894-4446 

■	 Varanese 
2106 Frankfort Avenue 
899-9904

As always, we suggest  
that you call the venues  
to confirm appearances.


