










necessary to complement, yet not overpower, a vocalist. 
But the gigs are more than educational opportunities – 
they’re also just plain fun.  Like the night Squeeze-bot 
offered a discount to cross-dressers in the audience. 
Judging from the degree of participation, the jazz lovers 
at the Rudyard Kipling that night were either desperate 
to save a buck, or were long-repressed cross-dressers 
yearning to be free. Either way, the view from the 
bandstand was priceless.

When Megan isn’t studying or playing, she volunteers 
as an instructor for the Louisville Leopard Percussionists, 
the youth ensemble led by Diane Downs.  Her work 
with them has shown her that she loves working with 
young children and she hopes to eventually have a 
similar ensemble of her own.  She also dreams of one 
day starting a foundation to fund lessons for children 
whose families can’t afford them. As someone whose 
own family couldn’t afford private lessons and who 
understands how life-enriching music education can be, 
Megan hates to see any child denied that opportunity 
for purely financial reasons.  Sadly, it’s a very common 
problem and one that she very much wants to address. 
For the time being, she has one more year of school 
and then who knows? Like most people her age – or for 
that matter all of us – she can’t be sure what the future 
holds. But whether she ends up as a teacher, performer, 
nonprofit-foundation organizer, all of the above, or 
something else as yet unknown, it’s clear there’s one 
thing she won’t be.  Average.

Watch the Squeeze-bot Web site, http://www.myspace.com/squee-
zebot,  for upcoming performance dates. And speaking of fun, 
check out the Squeeze-bot performance of “Walk this Way” at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gf3KRTwDu_Y. It’ll make you 
smile. Then go hear Megan and the crew – they’ll make you smile 
some more.

Squeeze-bot

JAZZ VENUES
As always, we suggest that you call the venues to confirm appearances.
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620 E. Market Street 

583-4177
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131 West Main St.  

584-7437
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2230 Frankfort Avenue 

893-3730

�N	�����������������
  

1250 Bardstown Rd.  

(Mid-city mall) 

459-0022
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1007 Bardstown Road 

452-9244
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Fourth Avenue at the River 

589-5200

�N	����€�•�
��
969 Charles Street 

637-4377
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4th & Muhammad Ali 

585-3200, ext. 205
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2300 Frankfort Avenue 

894-4446 
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2106 Frankfort Avenue 

899-9904



Kenny Barron @ UofL
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The Jamey Aebersold Jazz Studies 
Program is proud to announce that 
acclaimed pianist Kenny Barron 
will open the 2009/2010 Jazz Fest/
Jazz Week concert series on Sunday, 
October 25 in the Margaret Comstock 
Concert Hall at 7:30pm.  The opening 
of Mr. Barron’s biography offers an 
apt description of his talents and 
recognition within the jazz world:

Kenny Barron’s unmatched ability 
to mesmerize audiences with his 
elegant playing, sensitive melodies 
and infectious rhythms is what 
inspired The Los Angeles Times 
to name him “one of the top jazz 
pianists in the world” and Jazz 
Weekly to call him “The most 
lyrical piano player of our time.” 

The remainder of his bio details his 
fifty plus years as a performer and 
educator.  His musical life is one 
which clearly demonstrates how a 
gifted pianist developed into a world 
class soloist and accompanist.  With 
a professional career that began at 
the age of sixteen, Kenny Barron has 
played with historically significant 
and modern music masters alike, a 
who’s who in the jazz world - Dizzy 
Gillespie, James Moody, Roy Haynes, 
Lee Morgan, Philly Joe Jones, Freddie 
Hubbard, Stanley Turrentine, Milt 
Jackson, Buddy Rich, Ron Carter, 
Buster Williams, Ben Riley, Eddie 
“Lockjaw” Davis, Eddie Harris, Sonny 
Stitt, Harry “Sweets” Edison, Charlie 
Rouse, Gary Bartz, Regina Carter and 
more.  His style reflects his diverse 
musical interests and vast experience.  

While maintaining an extremely active 
and diverse schedule, Mr. Barron has 
spent considerable time developing 
his own voice as composer and group 
leader during the last twenty years.  His 
own recordings have earned him seven 
Grammy nominations encompassing 

a wide range of music – from his 
Brazilian influenced recording ‘Sambao’ 
to a duo effort with violinist Regina 
Carter.  As an educator, Mr. Barron 
was an influential professor at Rutgers 
University touching the musical lives 
of such modern artists as Terrance 
Blanchard, David Sanchez, and Regina 
Bell.  With more than forty recordings 
to his credit, Kenny Barron remains 
a role model for anyone interested in 
jazz and improvisation. His bio best 
sums up his current musical direction:

Throughout his career, Kenny 
Barron has been the pianist 
of choice for some of jazz’s 
greatest musicians. Now at age 
66, whether he is playing solo, 
with his Trio, his Brazilian jazz 
ensemble, “Canta Brasil” (a 
quintet featuring some of Brazil’s 

greatest musicians) or his latest 
quintet (which features Stefon 
Harris and Anne Drummond), 
Kenny Barron is recognized 
the world over as a master of 
performance and composition.

I hope to see you on October 25.  
Mr. Barron’s appearance is made 
possible by Gist Piano Center, 
BankingQuestions.com, and Crowne 
Plaza Hotel. Please call the School of 
Music at 502 852 6907 for tickets and 
additional information. You can also 
visit www.jazz.louisville.edu for details 
on this and upcoming jazz concerts.  
Coming in January 2010 – Gary Keller 
(saxophone), February 2010 – Toots 
Thielemans (harmonica) with Kenny 
Werner (piano), Houston Person 
(saxophone), Valery Ponomarev 
(trumpet) and more. 

Kenny Barron
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The Louisville Jazz Society held its general election in April 
this year, and I’m pleased to announce that we have a new 
LJS President-elect who will take office in June 2009. He is 
Matt Grossman, a musician and knowledgeable jazz fan with 
experience leading other music organizations on both sides of 
the river. Matt also operates two music businesses, Simply Grand 
and Vintage Piano Works. Matt brings a wide range of talents to 
this volunteer job and we are certain that the LJS will be in good 
hands with his leadership.

We are also fortunate that Miles Bailey will be continuing to serve 
as our Treasurer, minding the dollars and cents with his usual 
aplomb.

Long-time board member Martin Kasdan, Jr., will step up as our 
Vice President, while outgoing VP Patty Bailey will remain on our 
board as an advisor for any and all projects. We appreciate their 
many years of service already, and are delighted that we can count 
on Marty and Patty for their ongoing support.

Yours truly, Nancy Grant, will now assume the duties of Secretary. 

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my two-year term as president of the LJS, 
meeting new jazz fans and hearing great music all around town. 
Now it’s time, in accordance with our by-laws, to pass on the 
gavel to a worthy successor. Matt has plenty of enthusiasm to 
carry forward our many ongoing projects, and great ideas for fresh 
endeavors. All of us on the board are looking forward to working 
with Matt to develop new jazz opportunities throughout the 
Louisville Metro area.

You can do your part to help grow the jazz community here 
by volunteering to serve on one of our many LJS committees 
or by joining our Board of Directors. Send an e-mail to Matt at 
president@louisvillejazz.org with your ideas today.

As I’ve worked with Matt during this transition period, I’ve been 
thinking about how vibrant our jazz scene has become. So many 
amazing and talented musicians are playing so many varieties of 
jazz in so many different venues -- we truly have a feast for the 
ears any night of the week, month after month. 

Be sure to check out the jazz calendar of events at www.
louisvillejazz.org, and if you don’t already receive The Jazz 
Insider (our e-mail notices about coming events), sign up today 
by sending your request to JazzInsider@louisvillejazz.org. A 
special “thank you” goes to new board member Larry Cooper, 
who’s doing a superb job expanding our musician-liaison efforts 
while working with webmaster Wake Purple and membership 
coordinator Harry Kron to keep things up-to-date.

And I extend my sincere and heartfelt “thanks” to each and every 
fan for supporting jazz and helping the Louisville Jazz Society play 
such a vital role in our community’s cultural life. 

I hope to see you soon at upcoming jazz events!

All That’s Jazz: News and Notes from the President

© 2009 Nancy S. Grant 

The Louisville Jazz Society Newsletter is produced 

quarterly by the Newsletter Committee:

Managing Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Michele Blum

Associate Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Patty Bailey

Advertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         position open

* * * * *

Production  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Alfred Moreschi 

* * * * *
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